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About Mina V. Esguerra

» romance author/publisher

» 27 books

» Founded #RomanceClass in 2013
» Recent speaking engagements:

» Korea Publishers Society: Asian Publishers Fellowship
Program 2022

» Brisbane Writers Festival

» Toronto Romance Writers 2021 Northern Hearts
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> is a worldwide community of Filipino
authors of romance in English + readers
of the books + the actors and artists
involved in events and publishing of the

books
» 100+ authors and their books
» We care about:
» inclusion
> representation
» Who deserves love? Who is beautiful?

» What is missing in the landscape of
romance storytelling?

» KILIG
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The Impact of Our Books and Authors
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Love lessons I've learned
as a romance writer

Romance—the genre—requires a happy ending and this focus makes my work sa rich in love lessons, because we get to explore
what happiness, justice, and developing character means

You Out of Nowhere
by Jay E. Tria
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ROMANCE IN ENGLISH

Jay E. Tria, 2017

FILIPINO READERS' CHOICE AWARDS 2022
Sl:@BR FILIPINO READERS' CHOICE AWARDS 2022

Winner, Batch 2

ITTE BAUTISTA

You, Me, U.S.

by Brigitte Bautista
Brigitte Bautista, 2019

By Mina V.Esguerra
@Ninavesgueria

s a rormance auther, I have

dehnitely been asked 1f my

books are "based on my
life."

By now, I've written and
published 27 books, and the
ideas haven't run cut because
I know I'm writng fiction, not
just versions of my life. Explor
ing the lives of vthers does re-
quire the equivalent of imagin
ing their thoughts and walking
in their shoes—and that has
raught me some valuable les
sous inlove.

Romance (the genre) re-
quires a happy ending. That is,
the main character and love
interest decide to be togeth-
er at the end. If your favorite
“ramanece” has a rragic ending,
your fave Is most lkely a dra
ma, a tragedy or general fic
rion with romance elements,
and ot actually a romance. |
don't see the happy ending as
a limitation of the genre. This
focus makes my work so rich
in love lessons, becanse we get
to explore what happiness, jus-

The author:“l don't zeathe
happy @nding as alimitatian
afthegenre.”

tice and developing character
means, and how all of that is
given and earned.

1. There are many starting
points to happily ever after. Yes,
many books/movies/seties with
romance plements invaive main
characters In thelr teens and 20s,
and it perpetaates the (wrong)
idea that we find love that lasts at
a verv young age. It does happen
tar some. hut not for all,

It can be very rewarding to

spend these years discovering
vourself as a person, and form-
ing lasting friend relatianships
instead of romances, It's just as
exciting and in some raises het-
ter when romance happens to
someone who has lived life a bit
mare, already knows what they
want, and has figured out what
they want out of life,

2. My kilig is not neces-
sarily vour kilig so we have
to learn new Kilig. We know
there are different ways to
show love. As a romance auther
1 get reminded of this through
reacdons fromm my readers.
Sometimes, a thing I consider
simple and not that romantic
is a favorite kiliz moment for
a reader—and that makes me
sit back and think about what
makes us feel loved. [U's not at
all srandard and ransterrahle
to another person!

A relationship is work but
worta doing when the peaple in
it care to learn what makes the
other feel loved, supported and
safe. That could be an entirely
new set of actions, words and
experiences. 't would be awe-
some if we were ready for this

and make room for new Kilig.

3. Difficult conversations
are necessary. Look, | know
that remance gets flak for be
ing way toa dramatic at times.
The arguments, the conflict,
the constant miscomuiunica-
tion that could be soived by
honest conversation. And what
I've learned from reading and
watching all of that is we
need to learn to have difficult,
honest conversations with our
significant others.

[ den't recommend the dia
ma and screaming, but being
able o have open and difficult
conversations (when people are
ready for it} and then deciding
what happens next. does move
us along to the next and tetter
stage of 2 relationship. It helps
us authors with the plot, and
does nelp us raa in lite.

4. The happy ending means
vou are both fulfilled. I

; =x
don't just write hooks, |
glve editozial comments

The 10th arnivarsary adition
of Mina V. Esguerra's "The
Interim Goddess of Love”
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5Queer Romance Titles to Get Excited About

& SIGNIN @ NPR SHOP

JMUSIC (3 SHOWS & PODCASTE  Q SEARCH

By PrincessWeekes May 14th,2019,5:40 pm
300K REVIEWS Ebi Women Who Count: 3 Smart STEM
Romances
For March, 3 Romances That R

Fight For Love

March 19, 2019 « 10:01 AM ET
MAYA RODA F
Trie lave mests food trucks, ice skates and

medieval knife throwing — oh, it's just

anolher monlh in Romancelandia! These

True love ksn't alvays diplamatic.

OLIVIA WAITE

4
16

In Heginner's Guide: Love And Other Chemioa!
Reactions by $ix de les Reyes, Kaya Rubo 15 happy being TALKING NERDY #1
all brain: she lives and breathes her work s o melccular
biologist and has optimized her life so she can focus on it
completely. While the plot of her story is familiar

single girl seeks date for family wedding — the approach
she takes is novel. When it comes to finding love, Kaya
devises "The Boyfriend Experiment” which draws on

scientific principles and peer reviewed papers.

Her hevo is hee negative control, & man so wrong he can't

possibly be vight. He introduces her ta ramance — ]
Lthree romance novels span e globe and the N ) ) BEGINNER'S GUIDE
% apontaneons, messy, emntiona], pleasurable, nttedy LOVE AND OTHER CHEWICAL
centuries, but they share 2 relentless focus confounding Ingic and reason — and ta another side of REACTIONS

on two characters fighting to live their truths

her herself, showing that needn't sacrifice her heart for
her heain, SIX DE LOS REVES

and find love. . .
Being romance novels, these staries do end happily: The

Theola 1{1; s Quide to
(CELESTIAL
{ECHANICS

Beginner's Guide
Lo

heroines get tn be brilliant and heautiful. They can be Chemical Reasions

A gold medal ligure skaler and hockey

smirt und sexy and Joved for it It's a message repeated in

so many romances, whether these titles or my own

superslar gel a second chance at love in Kiss . ) :
5 historical novel, Lady Claire Is Al The, which features a i purchate

and Cry by Mina V. Esguerra. Ten years ago, heroine based on Ada Lovelace, the first computer

< A a amirez met @t the rink in programmer. Protessivnal success doesn't have to come
Calinda and R t ) Py
the expense of personal happiness.

CASEY McQUISTON - /

bitchmedia

Rebekah Weatherspoon Is the Queen of Erotic Romance

Manila where thev hath trained. Theuv hit it

BuzzFeed

Books - Posted onJan 3,2022

18 Romance Books That Contain
The Fake Dating Trope

| swear that if a guy epproaches me in order to ask me to become his faux
date for a wedcing, | will say yes on the spot.

by Slivana Reyes
BuzzFeed Contribulor

READ HARDER: A FAT-POSITIVE ROMANCE

Jessica Pryde | Dec 16, 2020

by Nicho'e Per<ing
Publizhed on July 14, 2020 ot $:00am

o . \ IF THE DRESS FITS BY CARLA DE GUZMAN

You also operate the site WOC in Romance, where you curate recently published romance books by women

m Start with the dedication and go on from there. (After of color. What made you decide to do that and how much work goes into it?

you’ve wiped your tears.) Martha is a fat, capable woman Right now we have the bock club, we have a Patreon, and we do the new releases. In 2013, I was hearing a lot of
people say that Black women don’t write romance, which was weird because a lot of Black women were writing
romance at that time. So for Black History Month, I just decided to feature a different Black weman on my Twitter
ﬁ when her cousin announces her engagement to the man every day who writes romance. When [ was doing the research, I [realized that I] had sc many authors that I could
— Martha has always loved, her best friend Max stepsin to [feature] five a day. I didn't know who a lot of these people were, but it took me two minutes of Gocgling. I didn’t
} ) . ) . have to dig that deep for these people and for their books. So the next month [ was like, “I have all of these books
garh A defend her—and is suddenly her fake boyfnend (LOL). that 1 still haven’t talked about. What's something I can do to keep spreading the word?” Then Asian Pacific
' The two are great together, but there’s always the issue American Heritage Month came up, and 1 was like, “Let me just do women of color acrcss the board.” We’ve shared
of silly pe opl e in love. We continue to love them anyway. more than 3,000 books. I’'m glad that people are paying attention to it and trying out new authors, because I've
found so many great ones through it. Romance Class out of the Philippines is putting out really great romances. [
wouldn’t have found them if it hadn’t been for Women of Color in Romance. There are women in Nigeria and
Kenya writing really great romances. So it's just been fun, being able to find people this way.

with professional goals and the perfect wardrobe. But

9. Totnly Enguged by Mine V. Exguerra

MINA V. ESWRRA

\ ’SKT\-J’[::*,‘!
—
(S

Why you should read it Whazt if you need to fake date somecne because
your family thinks you are dating semeaone, but actually you are not dating
anyone? Huh. You «xnow that it a stery starts that way, Its going to be “chet
kiss.' Rose Alban 's happy living alone. She's single, and her life is just
perfectly simple. But her mom still thinks she has to mave all the way to the
US with them. The only way Rose sces her mom cropping that idea Is If she
sees Rose living happily with her fianceé. But the prablem is...she has na
flancé. The good thing 's the hot prefesser next door might be adle to help
her out!

Getit from Beokshop of your ocal Indic through Indicbound nere,

Talking about sex is important for everyone.
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@ netflix adapt interim goddess of love book series by mina v. esguerra

we want a college-set filipino mythology adaptation with a new goddess

of love trying to give love advice to classmates and NOT KNOWING
WHAT TO DO but also wanting to fall in love herself

12:35 PM - Jul 4, 2019

P

ROMANCE WRITERS REPORT

the GLOBE:

ROMANCING

convincing y’all to read beginner’s guide: love and other chemical
reactions by six de los reyes with pics from my board of nerokaya

11:17 PM - Jul 24,2022

Hiterature (both high-brow and genre fiction), PH readers
are autornatically part of my target market as well.
1 Regarding reader pref it's sctually dependent on

mcome classes. Readers from lower-income classes
typacally prefer books written in Filipino because it's what
they're more comfortable reading. Those from maddle to
upper-income classes, on the other band, prefer English
roenances m general because 1's also wiat they're more

-

coenfortable reading. That's why books such as Sylvia
Day's Crossfire series still had to be translated m Filipmo,
even though English 15 our second language.

Esguerra: | write and publish i English, and I think my
readers would prefer that 1 continue domg it this way. But
I"'m exper witha 4 ced Tagslog

Mori: This i3 totally unscientific, but | think it's
NA/conternporary. But | may be biased because those are

FILIPINO ROMAN

BY ALYSSA COLE

translation of one of my books, and I've been posting that
chapter by chapter on Wattpad. | speak Tagalog and write a
publishing advice column on Wattpad in & mix of Tagslog
and English, ut the readers who follow that won't
necessanly buy my English books. Some readers just

the geares 1 read!

Bautista-Yao: Right now, I believe its young and new
sdult and paranormal.

GO FROM GO0 TO
& Fomed ra et You Thek
? When e brds ]

12 Gt & Ginat Cover tor Your ok

16 Ties for & Sucoesst Goodreacs Ghveseey

The fourth in a series of articles
exploring romance ftion around the
word

The Phioyines Is & Southemt Asian cousry made up of
over 7,000 wmall atnd. The il macion has a rich and
Lo buakory. widh 8 vAvwe Saerary Mevinge 1o She
e’y “Romancing the Globe,” 1 ik 1o Filipion
ey whors Martan Tos, Misa V. Eagooma, loes
Tatistn Yoo, and Blasca Mori. Wikl review ing et
sovponncs, | coukdn't help bt notice e sooae of
GomreTan g Dt pereaes B § L
Somancy commmanicy and S hoarsh love of B goes
1 e Seurmerd amything from doieng (his cobumn s fae,
% that romance readers and wrkers around the workd
Paly e e s, depine e prographicel and o
Aferoncen. Read on %0 leare more sbout B o
T, Sholr worke, ¢ evedaon of Filipuno somance, and
Do they caer %0 Noth Filnens remders ad remders sbevmd

Alysaa Coler Wihkat typels) of remance & you write,
aad why?

0 Osowew 2008

prefer reading a certain language, and I'm fine with that,
Martaa Tee: | wroc comscmprary ad
memance. | sariod out weiting for YA
evenaatly Kxnand on arw adet nd ol
Adhough I's o the Paippines, oy
ounde PIL 1'E sy %3 porcens of Som g

Cole: In your experience, is the romance genre received
well, in general, in the Philippines, or is it treated as
less than other forms of literature?

Bautista-Yao: Sadly, I can only write mn English, I wish 1
could write as fuently i Tagalog as well, but [ can™t I'd
be able to reach a wider sudience if 1 could write in both.
Tee: Romance has slways sold well here, and even more

Mori: My books are in English. 1'm not confident sbout so because of the Wattpad phenomenan.

Mina V. Engwerra: Most of whes | wete ry written Tagalog!
comomporany romance @ Loglab | heve 8
- Dt PR g, ar D'y et il |
o s ot e wnceae verien
VA mrythology romance Tiogy

Toes Rawtista- Vou | wrise vwoes, comemponny, and YA
romance st in B Pippmen. I've lovad reaing roeance
s | wan 3 Woomager, D when | came acrows sories with
Fligino charmciers set sy country. e experence wms
oty Efforene. bt bew mry mind. | wan w0 wod 1 srading
W A an o T Sharmien S g s
Filipince wan wach 4 amaring cxpericnce, and | wastod o
Aupicacs S for dhar ¥ iipene readen.

4 Arvee
@ahjummavee

As promised, | bought Tara's book (2 nod to my first #romanceclzass print
buok Scandzlized). Hello again book boyfriend number 77?2

Kiligbong and photo by @kOncuellz hihi

12:21PM - Oct 23,2022

started writing stearny, Tesss Bailey was & huge mfluence.
I can never pull off her brand of brash and sexy, but just
having that as a touchstone, that you can push boundaries
in rornance, is great to know.

Cole: Can you tell us a bit about the romance commun-
ity in the Philippines? For example, is it large or small?

How do you interact with readers? Are there confer-
ences or book groups, or are most intersctions online?

Tee: Most of my readers are outsxde PH, as [ mentioned
carber, and as such | only communicate with themn onhne.

P

I"ve always been open about the fact that I'm from the
Philippines and that I'm not even s native English speaker, Literary Festival where 1 conducted a workshop of sorts (a

really short one) on writing YA fiction. We also have

Facebook parties. It's such a fun, loving, snd supportive
community, and | feel so blessed to be part of 3L

“There's always been an active and large
community of romance writers who release
books in Filipino. The community that's
been releasing and writing romance in
English is a relatively new phenomenon.”
— Bianca Mori

Mori: There's always been an sctive and large community
of romance writers who release books in Filipmo. The
community that's been relessing and writing romance in
English is 1 relatively new phenomenon. We're mostly
mdependent and not that many (kst check, our Fsoebook
group has around 143 members, though | am sure there are
many more!), and [ think innovations like self-pubhshing,

Wattpad, and the free advice/classes of mentors like Mina
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Hello, Ever After

#RomanceClass and Online-Only Live Literature in the Philippines in 2020
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University of Melbourne
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9118-1315
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Deakin University
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Abstract

#RomanceClass is a biblio-community of authors, artists, actors, and readers involved in
the creation, production, and reception of independently published English-language
contemporary romance novels in the Philippines. To be a #RomanceClass book, a novel
must not only uphold textual conventions of the romance genre (eg. a central love story
and a happy ending), but must also have involved the #RomanceClass community in its
publishing process, whether through beta reading, sensitivity reading, or editing. For
#RomanceClass, genre is established not just through text but by the means of
producing the text.
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» Flair: adult
romance

» Flicker: young
adult

» KILIG: comics

collab with
KOMIKET
PHILIPPINES
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ANGEL C. AQUINO




» Cross-media rights for
selected (dozens) of
RomanceClass titles

» Covered by a shopping
agreement/option

through Bold MP and
Mina V. Esguerra

» Announced in 2023:
Working with
Cornerstone
Entertainment
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l'ake Two

My Quarantine Diary: A Love Story

Scambitious: The Complete Series

#RomanceClass NomCom: A Foodie  Love is All Around: An Alta Holiday

ance lozv hologv
$300.00 Romance Anthology Anthology

P425.00
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